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Time Required: Overnight for drying or 4-6 hours for drying time and approximately 2 hours working time 

Skill Level: Parent help required 

Supplies 

 Large Shoe Box – Hinged lid 

preferable 

 Clear Packing Tape 

 White Tape (electrical or masking)  

 School Glue 

 Hot Glue Gun & Glue Sticks 

 Scissors 

 11 Pipe Cleaners – Blue 

 1 Paper or Plastic Straw 

 2 Yellow 1/2” Pom poms  

 cardstock paper (glossy or matte) 

 Tissue Paper - Assorted Colors 

 Permanent Markers 

 Metallic Gold Paint 

 Star & Nameplate Template 

 Scrap Cardboard Piece (approx 6" 

square) 

 Two 1" - 2" Paint or Sponge Brush (for 

glue & paint) 

 Glitter – multi-colored 

Directions - Day 1 or early in 
the day 

1. Using the packing tape, 

reinforce the hinge of the lid on the inside. If your box has a separate lid, use the packing tape to 

secure one of the long ends to the bottom half of the box – inside and out – making sure you can still 

open and close it. 

2. Cut the straw in half. Wrap the white tape around the straw pieces from top to bottom to give it more 

strength. 

3. Now, with a parent's help, poke two holes in the top of the shoe box for the antenna. Roughly 

measure 3” from the center line in each direction and centered front to back. Poke the hole with a pair of 

sharp scissors. Keep working at the hole until it's the approximate size of the straws. Push the straws 

from the outside of the box in and fold about 1/2” of the straw on the inside of the box. Secure each with 

a piece of packing tape. 
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4. Rip the tissue paper into pieces of all different sizes and shapes. Use the school glue and paint brush 

to cover the inside of the box by painting a very thin layer of glue in a small section (don't forget your 

antenna! Make sure they don't get crushed while you're working on the lid). Then place pieces of torn 

tissue and brush them into place. Tears, creases, and folds are perfectly acceptable! Keep layering the 

paper until the entire box is covered. 

5. Print the star and nameplate template on cardstock.  Choose the appropriate size star and use it to 

trace on the scrap cardboard. Cut it out and paint both sides and the edges of the star with the gold paint. 

Set it aside to dry. 

6. Using markers, color the nameplate and add your name above the logo. 

Day 2 - or after box and star are dry 

1. Parents - With a hot glue gun, attach the star on the center front of the top section of the shoe 

box.  Measure the pipe cleaners and bend them at the corner before you start gluing. Glue two pipe 

cleaners on both sides of the star and then cut additional pieces to finish off. On the bottom, close the lid 

of the box and use a marker to mark the line where the pipe cleaners need to go. When the box is closed, 

they should touch the pipe cleaners on the top. Start in the center (the star will cover the seam) and pre-

bend and glue just like the top. Cut pieces to finish to the back. 

2. With the gold paint, cover the area above the bottom blue pipe cleaners to the top of the bottom of 

the box. Allow the paint to dry. 
3. Paint an even layer of school glue in a small section on the outside of the box. Immediately cover 

with glitter then tap off the extra onto a piece of paper so you can reuse it. Continue gluing, glittering, 

and tapping until the entire box is covered. You will get glitter in your glue, but that's no problem. 

4. Use school glue to adhere the Nameplate to the inside of the box lid and with a hot glue gun, glue 

the yellow pom poms to the antenna. 
5. Now fill your Creative Galaxy Idea Box with craft supplies from around your galaxy! Get 

permission first, then check the garage for colorful electrical tape, rope, scraps of wood, etc. Visit the 

kitchen for new sponges, plastic food containers, and jars. Ask friends and family if you can visit their 

galaxy to search for bits of yarn, string, buttons, construction paper, ribbon, fabric, and other items to 

upcycle and reuse. And add crafts supplies on your birthday or Christmas wish list. Pipe cleaners, pom 

poms, googly eyes, clay, paint, canvases, and other fun supplies can be used to create so many fun art 

projects. 

Enjoy Creating!! 


